[The role of the veterinarian at the loss of a companion animal].
The loss of a companion animal can be of intense importance to the owner of such an animal. The attitude of the veterinarian who often finds himself in the centre of the emotions experienced by the owner therefore becomes critical. His respectful and responsible handling of the animal, his empathy with the owner, and the realisation of his own sensitive position, are discussed. The veterinarian is led along practical guidelines to expand his professional role and enhance his image as caregiver.